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EU Forest Strategy for 2030

The EU Forest Strategy for 2030 (2021):

 provides the EU common framework for forests to deliver on their multiple roles, building on 
the concept of Sustainable Forest Management;

 sets a vision and concrete actions for increasing the quantity and quality of forests in the EU 
strengthening their protection, restoration and resilience.

 recognises the central and multi-functional role of forests, and the contribution of foresters 
and the entire forest-based value chain.

 The Commission will review the EU Forest Strategy by 2025 to “assess progress and 
whether further action is needed to meet its objectives” .



The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP):

 key source of EU funding for forests and forestry

 support for forests and forestry related measures since 
2000.

 Supports a wide range of forestry-related interventions,  
that:

 Improve forests and contribute to EU’s climate and 
biodiversity objectives;

 Contribute to boosting the rural economy and providing 
additional jobs and growth opportunities.

 

Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)



 More than 180 forest-related interventions or sub-interventions in 23 Member States 
CAP Strategic Plans; planned total public expenditure allocation is EUR 4.2 billion. 

 CAP Strategic Plans Regulation (2021/2115) -3 main articles for forestry interventions: 
Article 70 for management commitments, 
Article 72 for Natura 2000 related compensations and 
Article 73 for investments.

 CAP support for horizontal interventions, also relevant for forest holders:
Knowledge exchange actions, training and advisory services (Article 78) and
Cooperation and the European Innovation Partnership (Article 77)

 EU CAP Network: https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/

CAP 2023-2027 – Strategic Plans



 afforestation, agroforestry
 infrastructure, forest access roads, storing facilities
 prevention and restoration (grazing, fuel management)
 investments in resilience, climate adaptation, recreation, biodiversity “non-productive” 

investments
 investments in improving the economic value of forests, technical background, 

machinery, including prior to industrial processing, job creation, keeping people in 
countryside

 forest-environment payments for voluntary commitments (+ new State Aid Guidelines)
 Natura 2000 compensation payments (N2000 management plans)
 conservation of genetic resources 
 cooperations, e.g. European Innovative Partnerships (EIP)
 training, information actions

Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) – 
forestry related supported interventions



Research and Innovation - HORIZON

Horizon programme: the EU’s key funding programme for Research and Innovation; 
 Horizon 2020 (2014-2020): €155 million in forest research
 Horizon Europe (2021-2027): €140 million -during 2021-2024- to 22 forest-related projects: on 

climate-smart forestry, forest resilience, forest management, conservation, and restoration, digital 
innovation, and the bioeconomy (eg SMURF, Small4Good, etc)

 Circular Bio-based Europe Joint Undertaking (CBE JU): €2 billion public-private partnership. Key 
role in green and competitive innovation to valorise biomass and develop inclusive business models 
for primary producers, including foresters, in bio-based value chains.
 Working group on the deployment of primary producers to be set up in June 2025.

 Candidate co-funded European Partnership ‘Forests and Forestry for a Sustainable Future’: will 
mobilise at least €233 million of EU and Member States/Associated Countries funding to promote 
healthy, biodiverse, and resilient forests that support ecosystem services, climate change mitigation, 
and the bioeconomy.



Good practice database

https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/good-practice_en



 Payments for forest ecosystem services: 
Commission Guidance on the development of public and private payment 

schemes for forest ecosystem services (2023); guidance-dev-public-
private-payment-schemes-forest_en.pdf
study (in preparation) on payment schemes for forest ecosystem services 

in MS 

 Carbon Removals Certification Framework (CRCF): development of 
certification methodologies for various carbon removal activities, including 
tree planting, forest management.

Other opportunities

https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-07/guidance-dev-public-private-payment-schemes-forest_en.pdf
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-07/guidance-dev-public-private-payment-schemes-forest_en.pdf


 “Closer-to-nature forestry” voluntary certification: recently published study 
(May 2025) on “Promoting closer-to-nature forestry in the EU through 
voluntary forest certification schemes - Assessing the suitability and gaps of 
existing certification standards in implementing the EU closer-to-nature forest 
management guidelines”

 Nature credits: The Commission will adopt a Roadmap in June 2025.

Other opportunities – upcoming EU initiatives



 Vision for Agriculture and Food: forestry at the basis of bioeconomy

 New Bioeconomy Strategy: due to adoption by the end of 2025; 

Open Public Consultation until 23 June 2025: 
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14555-
Towards-a-circular-regenerative-and-competitive-bioeconomy_en

Other opportunities – upcoming EU initiatives

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14555-Towards-a-circular-regenerative-and-competitive-bioeconomy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14555-Towards-a-circular-regenerative-and-competitive-bioeconomy_en
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